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PROJECT GOALS

REPLACEMENT SPACE Create open space to replace existing lawn used for Aquarium development.
IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW Extend street network to Chestnut Avenue from Aquarium Way.
CONSOLIDATE LAYOVER Relocate bus loading into single area with better access to major streets.
RETAIN CIRCUIT Avoid reconfiguration of Grand Prix racetrack along northbound Chestnut Avenue.
GRAND PRIX ACCESS Provide northbound access along Chestnut Avenue during Grand Prix.

OPTIMUM RESOLUTION Develop viable open space replacement plan for obtaining Coastal Commission approval.

Chestnut Avenue - looking south

CONCEPT

Queensway Meadow is a proposal to reconfigure Chestnut Avenue between the Queensway Bridge and Shoreline Drive, creating an
acre of new public open space that will replace the lawn in front of the Aquarium of the Pacific to be used for their proposed expansion.
The concept is to expand the southbound portion of Chestnut Avenue to include northbound traffic and connect Aquarium Way from
the east. The existing northbound Chestnut Avenue between Aquarium Way and Shoreline Drive would be converted to bus parking
serving the Aquarium while retaining the current Long Beach Grand Prix circuit. The northbound Chestnut Avenue south of Aquarium
Way is then transformed to open space to better serve visitors of the Aquarium as the current lawn has.

—
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Queensway Meadow Proposal - looking south



QUEENSWAY MEADOW

T~

Area Plan - Current Condition Area Plan - Proposed Concept

HISTORY

Formerly part of the Pacific Ocean, the downtown waterfront was extended a quarter-mile into the sea as part of land reclamation.
The area has since been populated by large-scale development and over-engineered infrastructure. The waterfront has also hosts
the Long Beach Grand Prix, the single largest event in the city which for two weekends a year Shoreline Drive and adjacent streets
become a racetrack. These choices have created a veritable pedestrian wasteland of disconnected developments separated by
freeways, parking lots and massive structures. Important community assets such as the Aquarium of the Pacific and Rainbow La-
goon are next to impossible to access with any mode other than an automobile or bus.

CURRENT

To accommodate growing attendance, the Aquarium of the Pacific will be expanding its facility by 14%, using much of their
remaining ground lease area, including the front lawn for the larger footprint. The city has approved the expansion project but
the California Coastal Commission has expressed concerns for the loss of the heavily used open space and had not accepted a
replacement plan for the open space a half-mile away. The Queensway Meadow proposal would provide a viable replacement
of open space within close proximity of the Aquarium. The new park can be created without property acquisition and can result
in better circulation and visibility, all without impacting the Grand Prix racetrack.

QUESTIONS

Contact: Brian Ulaszewski bulaszewski@hotmail.com 323.309.7932
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