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Why We Care 



We know how to do it 

• Recent Urban Land 
Institute report:  smart 
growth communities 
reduce driving by 30 
percent per capita as 
compared to traditional 
sprawl development. 



The Tipping Point 



The Opportunity 



SB 375 (Steinberg) 

A small step can be an important step, 
 if it is the step that turns a corner. 



SB 375 Press Coverage 



SB 375 

 The goal of SB 375 is to reduce GHG 
emissions from cars and light trucks through 
incentives for better development patterns so 
people can choose to drive less. 



As Part of AB 32 Implementation 
CARB Sets Regional Targets 



Regions Create Growth Plans to 
Achieve the Targets 



State Provides Incentives for 
Implementation of Regional Plans 

•  $20 billion 
transportation 
funding 

•  Improved 
environmental 
review treatment 
for projects in good 
plans 



The Process 

•  League of California Cities 
•  California State 

Association of Counties 
•  California Building Industry 

Association  
•  Environmental Advocates 
•  Affordable Housing 

Advocates 
•  Sen. Steinberg 



SB 375 as a Model for National 
Transportation Funding Programs 

•  Require states to 
create VMT reduction 
plans 

•  Require metro regions 
to create VMT 
reduction plans to 
qualify for certain 
funding 



And Beyond 

•  Pay-As-You-Drive Insurance 
•  Dedicated Transit Funding 
•  Employer Transportation Demand Management 

Programs, Public Education Programs 
•  Congestion Pricing 



A word of thanks 



Thank You and Questions 

Natural Resources Defense Council 
www.nrdc.org, (415) 875-6100 

Ann Notthoff, California Advocacy Director 
anotthoff@nrdc.org 


