


























































































































Programs & Initiatives
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Anatomy of New Urbanist Codes:

North Mecklenburg, NC 

Form-Based Coding
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The Revolution begins in the Fields

• Town of Davidson 

(1995, 2001)

• Town of Cornelius 

(1996)

• Town of Huntersville 

(1996)
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The Good: Numerous TNDs
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The Good: Town Centers
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The Good: Village Centers
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The Good: Neighborhood Center
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The Good: Street Fronting Buildings
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The Good: Street Fronting Buildings
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The Bad: Front Doors
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Front Doors – Option A & B

• A principal building entrance shall be 

provided on the façade facing the 

fronting street.

• The principal, functional doorway for 

public or direct-entry access into a 

building shall be from the fronting 

street. 
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Front Doors – Option C

• The Primary Entrance shall be both 
architecturally and functionally 
designed on the front façade of the 
building facing the primary public 
street. Such entrances shall be 
designed to convey their prominence 
on the fronting façade. The use of fire-
escape or exit-only doors as Primary 
Entrances is explicitly prohibited. 
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Front Doors
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Minimum Heights
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Minimum Stories
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Street Standards

• Minimum – 18ft (f-f)

• With Marked On Street 

Parking – 26 ft (f-f)
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Good Street – Bad Street
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The Ugly: Hybrids-Alleys
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Public Space Design
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Well Defined Public Space
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Privacy in Homes

• Garage doors are not permitted on 

the front elevation/façade of any 

multi-family building

• For buildings within 15 feet of the 

sidewalk, the front entrance shall be 

raised a minimum of 1  feet from the 

finished grade to provide a sense of 

privacy.
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The Good: Housing Variety
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The Ugly: Hybrids-Housing
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Public Process

• Cornelius – All site plans and 

subdivisions are still approved by the 

Town Board

• Davidson – Requirement for public 

process and Town Board approval and 

excessive (my opinion) ordinance 

standards 
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