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Objectives of the Manuals

• Improve the design of streets to support sustainable,
inclusive, mixed communities
•Focus on ‘lightly-trafficked’ residential streets
•Assist in creating streets for all users
•Create streets that are part of a well-connected network

Manual for
Streets

•Tool to assist evaluation of and planning for livable
neighborhoods
•Support implementation of walkable neighborhoods
•Provide more detailed guidance for

–Link with urban design
–Street layout & design
–Traffic management

Liveable
Neighbourhoods
Street Design

•Describe CSS and apply it to major urban streets
•Balance needs of modes
•Define street & context types and how to apply them
•Provide design criteria for design of key elements (within
AASHTO flexibility)

ITE/CNU Major
Urban
Thoroughfares
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Intended Users of Document

•Broad range of private and public organizations and
authorities
•Traffic engineers, designers, and broad range of
professionals
•All groups with a stake in the design of streets

Manual for
Streets

•Public planners and traffic engineers
•Private (designing) planners and traffic engineers

Liveable
Neighbourhoods
Street Design

•Transportation/civil engineers
•Transportation planners
•Land use planners
•Design professionals
•Architects, urban designers, landscape
•Stakeholders
•Elected officials, agencies, developers, citizens

ITE/CNU Major
Urban
Thoroughfares
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How do they address some key issues?

N.A.

Distributor - 4-6
Integrator - 2-4
Connector - 2
Access - 1-2

Boulevard - 4-6
Avenue - 2-4

Number of Lanes

Appropriate to
context & use

With no parking - 11.5 ft
carriageway

Fire wants 12 ft carriageway

Distributor -
determined by Authority

Integrator - 10.5-11.5 ft

Connector - 9.5 ft
Access - 9.0 ft

10-11 ft
In commercial areas -

10-12 ft

Lane WidthAddress
Network

Relatively
detailed
design

discussion

Very well
A major
focus

Not very well

Manual for Streets

Liveable
Neighborhoods
Street Design

ITE/CNU Major
Urban
Thoroughfares
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Distinguishing Guidance

•Place & Movement Approach
•Design Details

Manual for Streets

•Network Guidance
Liveable
Neighbourhoods Street
Design

•Focus on major thoroughfares
•Linkage to context zones

ITE/CNU Major Urban
Thoroughfares
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Place & Movement Matrix
• Manual for Streets
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Lane Width - swept path analysis
• Manual for Streets
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Intersection Design - Place Design
• Manual for Streets
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Network Definition & Guidelines
• Liveable Neighbourhoods Street Design
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Network
Definition &
Guidelines
• Liveable

Neighbourhoods
Street Design
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Communities and Practitioners Want
• Flexibility
• Compatibility with

adjacent land uses
• Balanced land

use/transportation
functions

• Support for adjacent
activity

• Multimodal facilities
• Streets that are

quality public space
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Source: Duany Plater-Zyberk and Company

Context Zones – the Organizing System
• Classifies different parts of cities

emphasizing characteristics/design criteria
that create walkable communities
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Context Zones -
the Organizing
System
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CSS vs. Conventional Design Approach

• Conventional
– Context:

• Urban or rural
– Design criteria based

on:
• Functional class
• Design speed
• Travel demand forecasts
• Level of service

objectives

• CSS Approach
– Four urban contexts:

• Suburban, General
Urban, Urban Center,
Urban Core

– Features that create
context

– Design criteria based
on:
• Community objectives
• Thoroughfare type
• Functional class
• Adjacent land use
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Thoroughfare Types
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Thoroughfare Types
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Intersection Design
• Avoiding large undefined open spaces

El Camino Real @ Los Robles El Camino Real @ Los Robles –– EXISTING CONDITIONS EXISTING CONDITIONS Palo Alto, California

Simulation by Urban Advantage
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Intersection Design

El Camino Real @ Los Robles El Camino Real @ Los Robles –– PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS - 6 Lane PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS - 6 Lane Palo Alto, California

• Creating opportunities to improve context

Simulation by Urban Advantage
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Intersection Design

El Camino Real @ Los Robles El Camino Real @ Los Robles –– PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS - 4 Lane PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS - 4 Lane Palo Alto, California

• Creating opportunities to narrow roads

Simulation by Urban Advantage
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