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What the Charter Says 

Encourage Infill Development 

Establish a Framework of Transportation Choices 

Compact, pedestrian friendly neighborhoods 

Walking distance to daily activities 

Transit corridors to organize and revitalize urban 
centers 



Two Views of Transportation 

Functional Classification 

Separation of To and Thru 

Mobility trumps Context 

Design for Safety at High 
Speeds 

SINGLE USE 

New Urbanism 

Placemaking, Promenades 

Streets as Public Spaces 

Design to encourage 
walkable development 

COMPLEXITY 



Transportation Reform Needed to  
Implement the Charter 

Traffic Sewers Shared Spaces 

Freeways Boulevards 

Arterials Avenues 

Dead Worms Livable Streets 



From Traffic Sewers to Shared Spaces 

FREEWAYS TO BOULEVARDS 





From Traffic Sewers to Shared Spaces 
ARTERIALS TO AVENUES 

Provides a description 
of how to create great 
streets that an engineer 
can understand. 

Goal is to be accepted 

by traffic engineering 
community and new 
urbanists.  

(Does this involve too many 
untenable compromises?) 





From Traffic Sewers to Shared Spaces 
DEAD WORMS TO TND STREETS 

Local streets have 
been designed for the 
convenience of fire 
trucks and garbage 
trucks, not for people 
and place. 

CNU - Fire safety and 
local streets initiative. 





Challenges . . . and . . . Opportunities 

Arterial improvements use 
State and/or Federal Funds. 

 Higher levels of standards 
for vehicle mobility. 

AASHTO Rules Still Apply. 

Engineers like to follow 
their rules, go by the book. 

Major Transit Routes are 
on arterials: TOD 
Opportunities 

Grayfields are almost 
always at an arterial junction. 

Some Regions get it – and 
are developing smart growth 
regional plans. 



Case Study: Salt Lake City/Envision Utah 











Promoting Infill Development 

Old Plan New Plan 





E14th Corridor - San Leandro, CA Source: Community, Design + Architecture 

Simulation by Steve Price, 

UrbanAdvantage 
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How the Manual Should Help Us:  

Provide an engineering-peer-reviewed set of 
guidelines that at least are much better than the 
green book. 

Begin to tame/retrofit arterials into walkable great 
streets, especially in our infill urban and suburban 
areas with TOD potential.  

For new development areas, the major 

thoroughfares can be designed right the first time. 


