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Photo 2.  Madison Heights 

 

This is a photo of Dan Burden and Leslie Kettren taken in 
August, 2004.  Dan and Leslie have been collaborating and 

pooling resources for nearly ten years now. 
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Families do not exercise as much as they should, consequently more and more people are becoming obese.  
The TV or computer is today’s alternative to walking and bicycling.  The way communities are designed—with 

few sidewalks and wide, scary roads with lots of traffic—discourage outdoor play by our children. 

Photo 3.  Ferndale 

 

When Nine Mile Road in downtown Ferndale was 
widened, cars were no longer permitted to park in 

front of stores.  Consequently, businesses locked their 
front doors.  Walkers were forced to walk around the 

building and enter from the back. 
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Diagram 1. 
Travel Delay by City 

 

(right) Vehicles are stuck in traffic for longer 
periods of time—which increases the cost for 

goods and services.  People get angry sitting in 
traffic—leading to road rage—an unhealthy and 

dangerous way to drive! 
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Photo 4. 

 

This is Dan Burden, wearing the black and 
yellow jacket.  His passion in life is teaching 
community leaders how to make their towns 

and neighborhoods walkable. 
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Photo 5.  Marquette 
Northern Michigan University 

 

People from all walks of life and every 
profession can be catalysts for change.  

Here we see community leaders 
participating in a walking audit (see 

sidebar on page 7 for explanation of an 
audit).  They are learning from experts 
and from each other how to make their 
community streets more enjoyable and 

safer for walkers, drivers and bicyclists. 
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Photo 6.  Ferndale 

 

A walkable community is a place where people walk and linger.  It’s a place where 
people shop and eat and take time to discuss the events of the day.  It’s a place 

where people gather for many hours and many days of the year. 
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Photo 7.  Holland 

 

A walkable community is a place 
where people can walk their dogs and 

visit with friends. 
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Photo 13.  Milford 

 

A walkable community is a place where there is 
diversity.  In many towns, kids playing on 

skateboards may be told to leave.  Walkable  
communities are tolerant places. 

Photo 11. 

 

A walkable community is a place that welcomes 
people of all abilities. 

Photo 12.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable community is a place where parents 
and grandparents can share special moments 

with family members. 

Photo 9.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable community is a place where kids 
roller blade and meet friends. 

Photo 8.  Brighton 

 

A walkable community is a place where kids of all 
ages can exercise in the out of doors in pleasant 

surroundings. 

Photo 10.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable community is a place that is 
welcoming to people of all ages. 
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Photo 14.  Milford 

 

Taking pleasure in exploring the delights offered 
by a farmers market makes a street walkable. 

Photo 15.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable community is a place where parents 
and children can take a relaxing walk past 
quaint shops, and where kids on bikes can 

gather to buy ice cream. 

Photo 16.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable community is a place where families can 
leisurely rest in beautiful settings to discuss the days 

events.  It’s also a place where kids can take their 
first bike ride or venture out on skates.  
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Photo 20.  Traverse City 

 

These children are enjoying their morning 
walk to school.  Safe and friendly places make 

a street walkable. 

Photo 19.  Traverse City 

 

A walkable street is where people can bike or walk 
the dog, or sit casually to talk. 

Photo 17.  East Lansing 

 

Beautiful sidewalks and trees that provide 
shade are inviting places for people to walk.  
Here we see a variety of businesses and short 

blocks between streets. 

Photo 18.  Brighton 

 

A walkable street is a street where families can cross 
the street safely.

Photo 21.  Birmingham 

 

Convenient parking and buildings that are close 
to the street are interesting places to walk. 
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Photo 22.  Brighton 

 

Water and beauty are what makes this 
place walkable. 
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Photo 23.  Ferndale 

 

Places where people can sit and rest while 
visiting with friends makes a street walkable. 
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Photo 26.  Bay City 

 

This magnificent sculpture sits in the downtown 
along the waterfront.  A “people attraction”, it 

can be seen on both sides of the river by walkers, 
cyclists, drivers and boaters. 

Photo 24.  East Lansing 

 

Water and a convenient bicycle stand makes a 
place walkable. 

Photo 27.  Milford 

 

Friendly neighbors and friendly 
neighborhoods are one of the 

characteristics of a walkable community.  
Neighbors caring about each other. 

Photo 25.  Charlevoix 

 

Flowers and shade trees line the 
sidewalks making downtown shopping 
enjoyable, even when the temperature 

rises above 90ºF.  Who wouldn’t want to 
walk here? 

Photo 28.  Holland 

 

Public art makes walking along 
a street interesting. 
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Photo 32.  Birmingham 

 

Amenities such as this waste container for doggie 
“doo-doo” makes a street more walkable. 

Photo 30.  Bay City 

 

Open spaces for play and recreation 
are important ingredients for what 

makes a street walkable. 

Photo 29.  Milford  

 

Enjoying unique public art and a waterfall can be 
an enjoyable destination when taking a walk. 

Photo 31.  Imlay City 

 

Enjoying a parade makes a street more walkable. 
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Photo 36.  Detroit 

Photo 34.  Detroit Photo 33.  Detroit 

City of Detroit 

 

Enjoying a festival makes a street walkable.  During the Detroit Festival of the Arts held on the campus of 
Wayne State University, children experience the wonder of Box City.  Box City has been a part of the 

Detroit Festival Children’s Fair for over eight years. 
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Photo 35.  Detroit 



Photo 38.  Eastpointe  

 

Safe neighborhoods are places where 
people care about their neighbors.  It’s a 
place where there are many “eyes on the 
street.”  These are the things that make a 

street walkable. 
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Photo 37.  Dimondale 

 

Stopping to rest, reading the paper or 
“downing a cold drink” in a pocket park 

makes a street walkable. 
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Photo 42.  Flint Photo 39.  Saginaw 

Photo 40.  Detroit 

Photo 41.  Saginaw 
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Photo 45.  Howell Township 

 

This stretch of Grand River Avenue is flat, has 
straight, wide traffic lanes and fast speeds.  Walking 

and bicycling is discouraged in this area because 
there are no sidewalks or bicycle lanes, yet there are 
numerous subdivisions and shops near by.  Why do 

you think community leaders have not made 
improvements for walkers? 

 
Here is my answer—All shops and other uses found 

along this stretch of roadway are spread out.  So 
even if there were sidewalks, few people would 

choose to walk here because of the distance between 
uses.  The bland environment makes walking 

impractical and boring.  If people wanted to walk to 
these businesses, they can’t do so safely.  AND 

unfortunately, if sidewalks aren’t required when 
these businesses are first built—when all the vacant 

space eventually fills in—there still will be no 
sidewalks unless the community gathers the courage 

to require it.   

Photo 46. 

 

Instead of computer time, we should spend more time 
outdoors.  Too much sitting indoors causes a 

condition called "couch potato”.  A major reason why 
people don't exercise is because many communities 

are built so that buildings are isolated (not close 
enough to each other for an interesting and safe walk) 

or lack convenient and attractive walkways.  

20 

Photo 43.  Detroit 

Photo 44.  Detroit 
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Photo 47.  Brighton 

 

Even though Brighton has built sidewalks along 
this section of Grand River Avenue, would you 
enjoy walking here?  The buildings are set far 

apart and few trees shade the sidewalk.  It’s very 
windy here because traffic whizzes by too fast and 

the smell of exhaust fumes fills the air. 
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Photo 48.  Highland Township
 

This photo was taken in a suburban 
area near an elementary school.  Even 

though the sign indicates where the 
road should be crossed, would you let 
your children walk here?  The street 

has no tree canopy for shade, no 
sidewalks, and is not marked well to 
alert drivers that this is a crosswalk.  
Cars whiz by, driving well over the 
speed limit.  The road is bland and 
built like a racetrack—straight and 
flat.  This is truly a scary place for 

children to walk—let alone for adults!  
People with disabilities would not 

even consider it. 
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Photo 50.  Flint 

 

Urban sprawl has had effects that are long 
lasting.  In cities such as Flint, Ferndale, 

Clawson and Detroit (and others too numerous to 
list), schools have closed because districts lost 
large numbers of students—too many families 
have moved out of the city to the suburbs.  The 

Livonia Public School District just announced in 
late 2005 that they were closing seven schools 

because the district has lost over 1,500 students 
since 1995.  And so it goes... 

Photo 49. Rochester Hills 

 

Does this look like its safe for walking?  
This family must walk in the street 

because the subdivision where they live 
was built with no sidewalks.  Was the 
decision to build without sidewalks 

because of hopes to remain rural, or was 
it to save a buck by the developer? 
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Photo 51.  Flint 

Here we see a neighborhood street that is poorly 
maintained.  There is just not enough money to go 

around.  We cannot afford to maintain existing roads 
when new roads are continually being built in 
communities that service new developments.

Photo 52.  West Bloomfield Township 

New roads are being built to accommodate new 
development— leaving little money left for keeping 
existing roads in good repair.  Remember that the 

next time you land in a pothole! 

26 

Photo 53.  Anywhere, U.S.A. 

   

(left) This commercialized stretch of roadway is a 
photo of sprawl at its worst.  Wide streets, fast cars, 
many signs and no trees are all indicators of urban 
sprawl.  Unfortunately, this shopping area lacks a 
sense of place and it does not make shoppers feel 

welcome.  This could be a photo of Anywhere, 
U.S.A.  Would you want to walk here? 
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Photo 54.  Eastpointe 

 

This is an example of sprawling 
development near a residential 

area.  Wide and straight streets that 
look like a race track—built for fast 

cars.  No shade trees.  No 
interesting shops or landscaping.  
Isolated buildings separated by 
huge expanses of concrete.  Why 

would you want to live where you’re 
dependent on the car for everything 
to do anything?  Would you want to 

walk here? 

Chapter 3 
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Photo 55.  Midland 

There used to be a neighborhood located here.  
Today you see divided highway with a grassed 
median and trees.  During an urban renewal 

project, the homes were removed to widen Eastman 
Road, near the Dow Chemical plant.
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Photo 56.  Detroit 

 

This photo was taken in July 2004 near 
Woodward Avenue.  Sadly, the American Dream 
of living in the suburbs encouraged people and 

viable businesses to move out of the cities—
causing decay in areas left behind. 

Photo 57.  Bay County 

 

(right) Just as some cities are left 
behind to decay, other communities 

are faced with sprawling development 
that “grows” seemingly overnight in 
former corn fields.  This sprawling 

residential neighborhood is not 
located near a school, a shopping 

area or even linked with other 
neighborhoods.  To go anywhere, you 

must drive. 
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Photo 58.  Flint suburb 

 

This is an example of a sprawling strip center along 
a very busy street in a suburb of Flint.  Very nice!  
However, there are many other centers along this 

street that look exactly like this one—well 
maintained, each with a gimmick to invite the 

shopper to get out of their cars and stop to shop.  
Welcome to Anywhere, U.S.A. 

Photo 59.  Flint 

 

This photo shows what happened to a once busy and 
vital shopping area in downtown Flint.  When people 

moved to the sprawling suburbs, these once grand 
and proud buildings were left behind to decay. 

Photo 60.  Flint suburb 

 

This is a typical sprawling subdivision in a suburban 
area near Flint.  Housing in the City of Flint is 

deteriorating while many suburbs find themselves 
having to hold two Planning Commission meetings 

per month to address site plan review issues.  
Growth is inevitable, but it should not be to the 

detriment of other communities. 
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Photo 61.  Flint 

 

This subdivision was built with no 
sidewalks because the community wants 

the look and feel of remaining rural.  The 
neighborhood loses because residents 

cannot take a walk through the subdivision 
safely.  Developers benefit because they do 

not have to spend money  building 
sidewalks—which gives them bigger 

profits.  But who really gains and who 
really loses? 

Photo 62.  Highland Township 

 

Located about 40 miles northwest of Metro 
Detroit, Highland Township is under huge 

pressures to build residential subdivisions as 
urban sprawl continues its outward path.  

The Township would like to remain looking 
like a rural community, so sidewalks are 
often not required here—thus making it 
difficult for those who want to run for 

exercise. 
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Photo 64.  Milford 

 

Contrast this photo with 
the one above.  One 
community, yet two 

different kinds of streets.  
The two pictured here are 
having a “Kodak moment” 
in the front yard.  To bad 
the people in the photo 
above don’t live on the 
same kind of walkable 

street.   

Photo 63.  Milford 

 

The Milford Village 
Council tried to address 

the “rural look” they 
thought residents wanted 

and still have sidewalks by 
requiring the developer to 
build this unsatisfactory 
compromise.  The line 

painted on the street is too 
narrow to allow two people 

to walk side-by-side.  
Walkers are still in the 
street and too close to 

passing traffic.  And as you 
can see, the line changes 

over time.  I wonder if they 
would let their children 

walk down this “sidewalk” 
by themselves? 
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Photo 65.  Grand Ledge 

 

Lack of sidewalks in a neighborhood is a 
symptom of failure.  It’s a lovely place, but not 

many people walk here. 
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Photo 66.  Eastpointe 

 

Places with huge expanses of concrete, 
large signs and barren landscapes are 

symptoms of failure. 

Photo 68.  Eastpointe 

 

Lack of buffers such as planting and nature strips, 
understated and under-whelming landscaping with 

few street trees are symptoms of failure—people like 
more green! 
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Photo 69.  Traverse City 

 

Excessive signage is a 
symptom of failure. 

Photo 67.  Grand Rapids 

 

Poorly maintained concrete are symptoms of 
failure.  People who are disabled cannot walk 

safely on sidewalks that are in poor repair.  
Those in wheelchairs have a great deal of 

difficulty navigating over crosswalks that have 
no barrier free curbs.  When urban areas are 

abandoned by those who pursue the 
“American Dream”, decay sets in. 



Photo 71.  Eastpointe 

 

Buffers are symptoms of success.  A buffer is a strip of land, a fence, or border of trees, etc., 
between one use and another, which may or may not have trees and shrubs planted for 

screening purposes.  The buffer is designed to set apart one use area from another, such as 
the parking lot from the sidewalk—and the sidewalk from the street. 

Photo 70.  Grand Rapids 

 

With no “eyes on the street”, this neighborhood has decayed to the point where no one 
wants to walk here.  Tired, neglected and unsafe places are a symptom of failure.   
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Photo 72.  Lansing 

 

Attitudes of “build it cheap” is a symptom of failure. 

Photo 73.  Webberville 

 

Poorly located schools, post offices and libraries are symptoms of failure.  The 
post office pictured here is so far away from any neighborhood that the only way 

people can conveniently get to the post office is to drive. 
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Photo 75.  Brighton 

 

Failure to screen garbage and “dress up” parking lots is a symptom of failure. 

Photo 74.  Marquette 

 

This is 5 lanes of schlock!  Over use of wide streets is a symptom of failure.  The desire for streets to carry 
greater numbers of cars—road designers call it “unimpeded flow”—has resulted in wider streets.  While 
travel lanes on old streets (before the 1920s and 1930s) were often only 9 feet wide or less, new streets 
are usually built to have 12-ft. lanes, which takes longer for walkers to cross.  “Unimpeded flow” also 

has another meaning—license to speed—adding all the more to unsafe walking conditions. 
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Photo 77.  Brighton 

 

A symptom of failure is when stores are in sight but for safety reasons—like too much traffic or the 
street is too wide—it is difficult to walk there.  Instead of a simple walk of 100 feet, most people climb 
into the car and drive across the street, adding to more traffic.  No wonder people are gaining weight! 

Photo 76.  Lansing 

 

Shops are within sight, but walking over a sea of hot asphalt to reach a store is a symptom 
of failure.  Can you imagine walking here while battling raw winter winds? 

41 

Chapter 4 



42 

Chapter 4 



43 

Photo 78. 

 

Today’s children watch more TV than their parents.  Modern 
technology sometimes provides a disincentive to exercise, however 
people must set aside part of each day to exercise in order to stay 
healthy.  Lack of exercise is making the people of our nation fat. 
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2004 

Obesity Trends* Among U.S. Adults 
BRFSS, 1991-2004 2 

 

No Data < 10% 10% - 14% 15% - 19% 20% - 24% > 25% 
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Photo 79.  Marquette 

 

The community leaders in this photo are committed 
to making their town more walkable by participating 

in a walking audit (see sidebar on page 7). 
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The five keys to successfully build a road system are 
security, convenience, efficiency, comfort and welcome. 

These in combination make a community walkable. 

 
Security 

Convenience 
Efficiency 
Comfort 
Welcome 

 
 

Walkable 
Community 
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Photo 80.  Downtown Rochester 
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Photo 81.  Okemos 

 

A bicycling family has ridden from their home, 
through a roundabout (see page 89) and is on their 

way to a nearby shopping mall.  The sidewalk is 
wide and in good repair for an easy, safe and 

enjoyable ride. 
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Photo 82.  Traverse City 
 

A mother and her two children enjoy the out-of-
doors while two friends take a walk through the 

park.  Walkability is dependent on paths that 
are well maintained and that take you 

somewhere interesting. 

Photo 83. 

 

Build for everyone.  Teenagers like to hang out 
and socialize when the setting is safe and they 
don’t get harassed.  The sidewalk is very wide 
here to accommodate crowds of people from 

many walks of life. 

Photo 84.  Ferndale 

 

(right)  After walking to the Downtown, it’s nice to 
stop at the local coffee shop to rest and talk about 
the Woodward Dream Cruise.  When building for 

everyone, walks such as described here can be 
interesting when the setting is pleasant.  Perhaps 
these folks also wanted to jump on the internet to 

check their email messages! 
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Photo 88.  Traverse City 

 

Shopping with the dog while pushing a baby 
carriage can be enjoyable when the sidewalk and 

setting is pleasant. 

Photo 86.  Midland 

 

Kids fish near the Tridge where the Chippewa and 
Tittabawassee Rivers meet.  Building for everyone 

makes a community walkable. 

Photo 85.  Midland 

 

This couple is taking a rest in the park near the 
Pere-Marquette Trail that runs through 

Midland.  Here, walkers can eat a picnic lunch, 
walk across the Tridge, visit the farmer’s 

market, or shop in the downtown.  This part of 
the community is built for everyone. 

Photo 87.  Milford 

 

Teenagers like to ride their bikes to the Center Street 
Park, a small pocket park in the downtown, and 

skateboard.  Build for everyone. 
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Photo 89.  Traverse City 

 

In a walkable community, winter outings are made 
safe and enjoyable when sidewalks are kept clear of 

ice and snow. 

Photo 90.  Milford 

 

Main Street USA is essential.  What would America 
do without them?  For example, where do people 
hold a parade in the suburbs—a mall parking lot? 
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Photo 91.  Midland 

 

Stores like the one in this photo are not as common 
as they once were.  It is located near homes and can 
be easily reached by walking.  Neighborhood stores 

provide convenient shopping for items such as 
shampoo, postage stamps, or a bottle of pop—

without starting the engine of your car.  It is also a 
neighborhood-gathering place to meet friends.  

Chapter 6 
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Photo 92.  Marquette 
 

In most subdivisions today, many homes are built to face 
the backyard.  These homes are dull and uninviting from 

the street view—and not a very interesting place to 
walk!  The ability to watch over your neighbor’s 

property has become a thing of the past. 

Photo 93.  Monroe 

 

Before 1950, most homes were built facing the street 
with porches on the front where people could sit and 

greet their neighbors as they walked by.  Here we 
see a new subdivision built like those of the past.  

What a wonderful neighborhood for parents to keep 
their “eyes on the street” for any mischief. 

 

Photo 94.  Grand Rapids 

 

Pocket parks (also called neighborhood parks) such 
as this one are usually not included in new 

subdivisions because of the extra cost.  Does it cost 
more or less when it comes to livability?  

Chapter 6 
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Photo 95.  Hartland 

 

Today most schools are isolated buildings designed 
and built large and regional.  This large parking lot 

at Hartland High School is revealing—this is a 
school where no one will ever walk.  This school was 

designed with the assumption that teachers and 
students must drive or ride a bus to school—thus 

adding more traffic to our already congested 
roadways.  Is bigger better?  For whom? 

 

Photo 96.  Commerce Township 

 

Big box retail stores are more profitable than small-
scale operations.  In the entrepreneurial game of 
making bigger profits, however, we are losing our 
small friendly neighborhood stores where services 

used to be local.  Is bigger always better? 
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Photo 97. 

 

This photo shows the street 
vacant with no vehicles.  It is 

demonstrating how much space 
there is when people walk. 

Photo 98. 

 

Now we see the same space with 
24 people seated in the street.  
They are demonstrating how 

much space they would take up if 
they were riding a bus. 

Photo 99. 

 

Again we see the same street 
with the same number of people 
spaced out as if they were in a 

car as the only passenger.  

Photo 100. 

 

Now we see the same street 
with 24 vehicles.  The amount 
of space needed for a car is 

dramatic when compared to the 
photos above. 
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Photo 101.  Neighborhood Grid Pattern 
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5-Minute Walk From Center 
10-Minute Walk Across Neighborhood 

 

New Urbanism: An Introduction, 
Congress for the New Urbanism, 2002 slide presentation, www.cnu.org 

 
The optimal size of a neighborhood is a quarter-mile from center to edge.  It is possible to get 
completely across an entire neighborhood in 10 minutes.  You can walk farther and with less 

difficulty when the street pattern is on a grid. 

For most people, a quarter mile is a five-minute walk. For a neighborhood to feel walkable, many 
daily needs should be supplied within this five-minute walk. That includes not only homes, but 

stores, workplaces, schools, houses of worship, and recreational areas. 

Presentation production and design by Urban Advantage 
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Photo 102.  Neighborhood Cul-de-sac Pattern 



Photo 103.  Birmingham 

 

Window shopping with many people in close 
proximity makes walking interesting and gives you a 

sense of being safe. 
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Photo 104.  Milford 

 

Strolling down to the Huron River to watch people 
fish is a common occurrence for people in Milford. 
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Photo 105.  Traverse City 

 

Walking should always be in a safe environment, on 
a sidewalk and away from traffic.  In this downtown 
setting, the cars are moving slowly enough that these 

walkers do not feel intimidated. 

Photo 106.  Milford 

 

This sidewalk ends not once—but twice!  
Communities must find the resources to fill in these 
gaps when they occur.  Conducting a sidewalk audit 
and mapping the results is a good way to prioritize 

sidewalk projects. 

Photo 107.  Marquette 

 

No sidewalk.  Do you think these people feel safe 
walking along this street with cars whizzing by? 
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Photo 108.  Lack of Linkages and 
Connections 

 

This sketch of a subdivision shows streets that 
do not link to other streets.  People who live 

here are isolated.  Even though there are 
nearby shopping areas and a school, they are 

actually more distant than it appears.  
Residents just fifty yards away from shops or 

school activities must still get into the car, 
drive half a mile to exit the subdivision, drive 
another half-mile on the main road, and then 
walk from the car to the building.  What could 

have been a pleasant two-minute walk 
becomes instead an expedition requiring the 
use of gasoline, adds to congestion and uses 
space for parking.  What kind of American 

Dream is that? 

 

Shopping 

High School 
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Photo 109.  Mason 

 

The lengths of the blocks in this traditional 
neighborhood are 400 to 600 feet.  The blocks are 

linked in such a way as to form a grid pattern.  This 
is the best length and pattern to keep the pace of cars 

down to reasonable speeds. 

Diagram 6. 
Traditional Grid Pattern 

 

This diagram shows a neighborhood with 
blocks that are built in a grid pattern.  The 

length of each block is 300-600 feet.  This street 
design provides the most choices and shorter 
routes for people who want to go walking or 

bicycling from place to place. 
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Photo 110 

 

Former train track corridors have been converted to 
biking and walking trails throughout Michigan.  Not 

only do these trails connect with neighborhood 
areas, but they quite often link to shopping areas that 
provide restaurants, ice cream parlors or other small 

stores where people can get a meal and 
refreshments. 
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Photo 112.  Brighton 

 

Streets are where we meet our friends and 
neighbors and just “hang”. 

Photo 111.  Birmingham 

 

Streets that are balanced and built well 
encourage proper behavior of drivers, and 
present a sense of pride and belonging to 

anyone associated with the street. 



Photo 113.  Charlevoix 

 

Streets teach young people life skills and how 
to interact with others.  A young Mother keeps 

a close eye on her son as he rides his bike 
downtown. 

Photo 114.  Dimondale 

 

Streets serve as outdoor living rooms.  Here we see a 
Mother reading the morning newspaper while her 

son practices riding his bike. 

Photo 115.  Kalamazoo 

 

Streets can serve as the neighborhood 
playground.  This skate boarder zoomed quickly 
past before we could get a good photograph of 

him up close.  He was too busy demonstrating his 
skills to bother with us! 

Photo 116.  Traverse City 

 

Streets serve as a learning ground for young boys as 
they run an errand for their Mother.  Even as they do 

their chores, they take advantage of the streets 
amenities to play along the way. 

Photo 117.  Royal Oak 

 

Well designed streets provide safe and efficient 
movement of all vehicles, while also providing for 

sanitation, utilities and timely emergency response. 

Photo 118.  Birmingham 

 

Quality design of streets helps determine property 
values.  When streets are built for moving traffic and 
little else, they fail the greater needs of a community. 
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Photo 119.  Clawson 

 

People want the street in front of their homes 
to have low speeds, low noise, and low traffic 
volumes.  Design should lead to meeting the 

most basic values people hold for their 
residential streets and communities. 

Photo 120.  Flint 

 

When local roadways are built simply for motorists, 
streets become problems, breeding crime, litter, 

disrepair of properties and other social problems.  
One of the greatest challenges to any town or city is 

funding road improvements.  Bringing together a 
coalition of caring people to resuscitate decaying 

and unhealthy streets may be the biggest challenge. 

67 

Chapter 6 



Photo 121.  Flint 

 

It takes many different groups of people coming 
together to rejuvenate and restore a city or 

neighborhood area that is decayed.  During a 
charrette workshop, community leaders discuss 

solutions (see sidebar on page 67). 
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Photo 122.  Warren 

 

Neighborhood sidewalks must comfortably carry two 
people walking side-by-side in one direction at a 
time.  This requirement calls for sidewalks to be a 

minimum of 5 feet.  Lesser widths cause many people 
to walk in the street or on someone’s lawn. 

Photo 123.  Milford 

 

Although Milford is touted as one of the most 
walkable communities in America, it is not perfect.  

Here we see a sidewalk that dead-ends.  In this 
location, all walkers are forced to walk out into the 

roadway. 
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Photo 124.  East Lansing 

 

Streets that are located in shopping areas have 
even greater needs.  For more comfortable 

walking where there are many people, such as in 
business and school district areas, sidewalks 

should be 8 to 12 feet wide. 

Photo 126.  Charlevoix 

 

Decorative and beautiful sidewalks makes walking and 
shopping so much more special and enjoyable.  This 

scene just as well could have been taken in winter with 
snow on the trees, wreaths of holly attached to the 

street lights and twinkle lights all aglow.  Whatever the 
time of year, the walking area must provide an 

interesting and engaging atmosphere. 

Photo 125.  East Lansing 

 

On roadways where there are higher speeds and 
volumes, walkers feel more comfortable and safer 

when there are bike lanes, on-street parking or some 
other physical buffer between the walkers and traffic. 

Photo 127.  Eastpointe 

 

When sidewalks are set next to the curb, the 
minimum width of sidewalks should be 6 feet.  

While it appears that this sidewalk meets those 
requirements, I would not want to walk here.  

Would you? 
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Photo 132.  Traverse City Bulb-out 

 

This 8-foot sidewalk is very comfortable for crossing the 
street.  Ramps are the full width of the sidewalk.  

Narrow corners keep the speed of turning cars low, and 
the crossing distance shorter. Walking and bicycling is 

not measured by the level of service, but by comfort.  
(See page 83 for more information on bulb-outs). 

Photo 128.  Grand Rapids 

 

Highly successful downtowns and most pleasing 
settings of all call for a 50/50 ratio of street and 
sidewalk width, including edge treatments like 
hedges or planting strips.  Large, successful 

downtowns, like Chicago or Boston, demand 20 to 
30 foot sidewalk widths.  . 

Photo 129.  Eastpointe 

 

In suburban areas, planter strips of 4 to 6 feet, with 
landscaping and trees create ideal street buffers. 

Photo 131.  Holland 

 

In downtowns, where sidewalks are often built 
to the curb, parked cars become important 
physical and psychological buffers between 

people and moving traffic. 

Photo 130.  Ferndale 

 

Fencing, shrubs, and other features facing the 
private property side, form edges to parking lots, 

open lots or other areas that must be crossed. 

Photo 133.  Marquette 

 

I suppose any walkway is better than none!  Other 
than a lone bicyclist, people walk single file here.  I 

wouldn’t want to shovel snow off this path in the 
winter or walk here after a hard rain. 
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Photo 136.  East Lansing 

 

Here we see another mid-block crossing point.  Signage 
warns people to cross only when traffic clears.  

According to this sign, it is apparent that cars have the 
right-of-way in East Lansing—not people. 

Photo 135.  Marquette 

 

When there are not enough well spaced crossing 
points, people will jaywalk because they become 

frustrated (look inside circles).  Jaywalking creates 
unsafe and unpredictable movements.  One of the 

most serious omissions in road design is the failure 
to build enough street crossings. 

Photo 134.  Greenville 

 

Greenville has built a beautiful mid-block 
crossing point to access parking located behind 

the commercial buildings.  No signage is 
needed here to guide people to where they 

should cross. 

Photo 137.  Traverse City 

 

Traverse City acknowledges that people have the 
right-of-way.  Signage (yellow circle) warns drivers 

to stop for people who cross at this mid-block 
crossing point.  There is debate whether this sign is 
legal or not, based on State law.  It does however, 

seem to work well. 
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Photo 138.  Brighton 

 

This street has a median built halfway across the street 
where vehicles are diverted into two lanes.  This 
crossing provides greater safety for walkers and 

allows people to rest in the median if they are unable 
to cross the entire distance in one traffic light change. 

Photo 139.  Rochester Hills 

 

A this crosswalk a median is built halfway across the 
street.  These types of crossings provide a safety-net 
for walkers and bicyclists when streets are too wide 

to cross safely. 
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Photo 140.  Traverse City 

 

Multiple -lane roads need advanced stop bars, 
signing, enhanced crosswalk markings, improved 

lighting, and some mechanized systems.  High 
traffic speeds were a problem here so bulb-outs 

(also called bump-outs) and stop signs were 
installed, making it much easier, a shorter 

distance and safer for people to cross. 
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Photo 141.  Saginaw County 

 

Today, most cities and their suburbs and even small 
towns experience congestion.  The amount of 

congestion may vary, but it is annoying congestion 
nevertheless.  We are becoming a country of fat 
people, a population that is unhealthy and unfit, 

because we depend on our cars and technology to 
minimize the need to walk, climb stairs or even to 
change TV channels.  While waiting in traffic, the 

world’s oil reserves are being drained.  The 
inefficiency of traffic congestion adds to pollution 

and global warming. 

Photo 142.  Southfield 

 

Here we see commuters going home from 
work on 8 Mile Road.  Each workday some of 

them will spend approximately 1 1/2 to 2 
hours in the car going back and forth to 

work.  There is a loss of community pride as 
we spend our time in travel rather than with 
our family and friends. Dependency on the 

automobile isolates people.  

Photo 143.  Grand Rapids 

 

We cannot build ourselves out of 
congestion—there is no solution to 

congestion.  Is it not time to think about 
other forms of transportation, rather than 

just dependence on the car? 

 

Chapter 6 



74 

Photo 144.  Clawson 

 

This is a photo of downtown Clawson at the 
intersection of 14 Mile and Main Street.  Historically 
the speed limit on Main Street was always 25 mph, 

but in 1995 the speed limit was increased to 35 mph 
at the request of the Police Department.  They had 

received complaints from pass-through drivers.  
Unfortunately, a woman was killed crossing the 
street a couple of years after the speed limit was 

increased.  Few people walk here now. 

Photo 145.  Brighton 
 

Here in the City of Brighton, we see streets that are 
very wide and straight—built for fast speeds.  Towns 
that were largely built after WWII are finding they 
must make serious efforts at rebuilding, remarking 

and otherwise adapting their streets for lower 
speeds.  Rarely will just one strategy or design 

feature work. 
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Photo 146.  Charlotte 

 

This street used to be a four lane road (see the same 
street below), but went on a “road diet”.  You can 
still see the former center line before the 4-lanes 

were repainted to 2-lanes, with a turning lane in the 
middle, and bicycle lanes on each side of the street.   
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Photo 147.  Charlotte 

 

This is the same street as the photo above, before 
undergoing a “road diet”.  Drivers exceeded the 
speed limit on a regular basis because the traffic 
lanes were wide and straight.  Few people walked 

here because it was unsafe. 
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Photo 150.  Ferndale 

 

This is Nine Mile Road after the “road diet”.  
Parking on the street was added and the 

sidewalks were widened enough so that there 
is even room enough for outdoor café seating 

(see photo 6). 

Photo 148.  East Lansing 

 

Grand River Avenue used to be a 4-lane busy street, 
but in 2000 it went on a “road diet” to become a 2-
lane busy street with a center turning lane and bike-

lanes along the sides for use by Michigan State 
University students.  The roadway has been deemed 

a success because it still handles about the same 
number of cars per day—yet it now is a much safer 

and friendly street for walkers, bicyclists and 
drivers. 

Photo 149.  Ferndale 

 

This is Nine Mile Road before the “road diet”.  
The traffic lanes were too wide and shoppers 

were not allowed to park on the street in front of 
stores.  Businesses were locking their front doors 

and using that space for storage because most 
shoppers were entering the rear entrances where 

city parking lots are located. 
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Photo 151  Marquette (before) 

 

Here we see a stretch of roadway that is wide and 
straight—built like a race track.  Speeds are fast 
here.  There are no sidewalks for walkers and no 

bike lanes for bicyclists. 

Photo 152.  Marquette (after) 

 

Here is the same stretch of roadway as in the photo 
on the left.  But, the photo has been enhanced to 

show an added median and bicycle lanes .  Research 
has shown that when improvements are made, such 

as pictured here, traffic speeds are reduced. 

Photo 153.  East Lansing 

 

Narrow roads reduce speeds.  This neighborhood 
roadway has bike lanes striped on both sides of the 

street.  Notice that there is no painted center line.  The 
street is easy to cross and residents find it easier to get 
out of their driveways because the look and feel of the 

street encourages drivers to use slower speeds. 
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Photo. 154.  Brighton 

 

These bike lanes were colored coral to emphasize 
that something special is happening in this 

neighborhood—be aware drivers—slow down. 



Photo 155.  Birmingham (before) 
 

Compare this photo to the one below.  This is a 
beautiful street.  When many street trees are present 
and traffic lanes are narrow, driving speeds become 

slower.  The noise from the street is less and 
accidents are reduced.  The safety of walkers and 

bicyclists is vastly increased. 
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Photo 156.  Birmingham (after) 

 

Compare this to the photo above.  In the “after” 
photo, I have graphically enhanced the photo to 

show traffic lanes that are 10 feet wide.  This 
width lets cars pass each other safely and still 

allows for parking on one side of the street. 

10’ lane 10’ lane Parking 

Photo 158.  East Lansing 

 

(left)  Here we see another “road diet”.  This was 
originally a 4-lane street, now converted to 2-lanes.  
To decrease speeds, bike lanes have been painted on 

both sides of the street with a turning lane in the 
middle.  Traffic goes slower because the look and 

feel of the narrow lanes instinctively makes the 
driver slow down. 

Photo 157.  Webberville 

 

Street conversions (see photo on left) are as much a 
process as they are a product.  It is essential to 

involve the public through highly interactive 
sessions.  Here we see community leaders 

participating in a walking audit where they first walk 
the areas of concern, then meet together with other 

citizens, residents and business owners to discuss the 
redesign of the street. 
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Photo 159.  Traverse City 

 

Wouldn’t it be nice to have such a beautiful 
destination to bike to in your neighborhood?  

Bicycling is fun and is a good way to exercise—if 
there are safe streets or paths on which we can ride.  
Bike lanes, bike paths or wide shoulders at the edge 

of streets give us that safety net. 
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Photo 160.  Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

This type of bike lane, marked on the left of 
parking lanes, is common in some states.  There 
is greater acceptance of people bicycling here.  
The markings remind drivers that they are not 

the only roadway users. 
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Photo 161.  Grand Rapids (before) 

 

This street has a nice sidewalk for walkers.  
However, drivers speed here because the street 
looks like a race track with wide and straight 

traffic lanes (see below). 

Photo 164  East Lansing 

 

This street has undergone a “road diet”.  Bike 
lanes are both practical and often essential when 
4-lane roadways are converted to 2-lanes.  The 
added bike lanes not only provide an area for 

bicycling, but also provide a wide shoulder that 
buffers people who walk on the sidewalk. 

Photo 165.  Highland Township 

 

This is a beautiful road.  But, would you want to 
walk or ride a bike here?  This photo was taken near 

several residential neighborhoods, where the cars 
travel at high speeds.  Milford High School is just 

over the crest of the hill, yet no students walk here—
it’s too dangerous.  A wide shoulder could be 

designed and built here— without removing the 
beautiful historic trees—that could serve as a bike 

lane and walking path for residents. 
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Photo 162.  Grand Rapids (after) 

 

One solution to decreasing the speeds of drivers is to 
paint bicycle lanes on both sides of the street.  
Bicyclists can now ride on the street and not 

interfere with walkers on the sidewalk (see below). 

Photo 163.  Grand Rapids (after) 

 

This time we see the bike lanes in color.  If you don’t 
like this color—pick any color.  The point here is 
that drivers will see the bike lanes better, which 

increases safety and the color adds to the 
atmosphere of the street (see above photos). 
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Photo 166.  Imlay City 

 

Bulb-outs narrow traffic lanes and reduce the 
distance of walkers crossing the street.  Here we see 

a bulb-out under construction.  See photo 132 on 
page 70 for another example. 

Photo 167. 

 

Cute huh!  I do not recommend this art 
work as a traffic calming strategy or 

device.  However, if it was placed in the 
middle of a median, I would personally 
slow down because it “says” this is a 

special place. 
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Photo 168.  St. Johns (before) 
Compare to photo below 

Photo 169.  St. Johns (after) 

 

Compare with photo above.  Here is a different 
kind of traffic calming strategy.  By building a 
small raised median island in the center of the 
road and adding bike lanes, drivers know they 
are entering a special place and should slow 

their speeds. 

Photo 171.  Eastpointe (before) 
Compare to photo below 

Photo 172.  Eastpointe (after) 

 

Compare with photo above.  The channelized 
island in the before photo was small and 
almost unseen by drivers.  By making the 

island larger and giving it some “life” and 
color, traffic can better see why it is being 

forced in a particular direction. 

Photo 170.  Grand Rapids 

 

Patterns painted into the road surface 
encourages drivers to reduce their speeds. 

Photo 173.  Kalamazoo 

 

Special pavement textures designate special areas 
and calms traffic. 
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Photo 174.  Ferndale 

 

Brick pavers and other pavement treatments and 
markings calm traffic and create a sense that 

you’re in a special place. 

Photo 175.  Grand Rapids 

 

This is a very special street with pavement 
treatments that used to be commonly used before 
concrete became the favorite of road designers.  

You get what you pay for—and this beautiful 
street is respected by all drivers who keep their 

speeds low. 

Photo 176.  Dimondale 

 

Plantings along a street—especially when they are 
plentiful and showy—creates a sense of enclosure 

and improves the walking environment. 

Photo 178.  Ferndale 

 

As the tires of vehicles pass over the brick pavers, 
drivers sense that something feels and sounds 

different.  Heads up!  People know that something 
has happened so they pay more attention to their 

surroundings. 
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Photo 177.  Traverse City 

 

Here we see well cared for flowers growing into the 
street.  People love to see this—public work crews don’t.  
This is a time when you need courage.  DO NOT let the 
cost of maintenance over ride the values of livability. 



Photo 180.  Marquette (after) 
 

This is the same street as the photo above.  It has 
been enhanced with two traffic calming 

strategies—a bike lane was added and a median.  
Makes a big difference, don’t you think? 

Photo 179.  Marquette (before) 

 

Compare to the photo below.  This road has 
little character.  With no road markings, it looks 

and acts like a race track. 

Photo 182.  Birmingham 

 

Street trees planted along a roadway is a great 
traffic calming strategy.  Trees create a sense of 

enclosure that makes drivers reduce their speeds.  It 
also improves the look of a street and increases 

property values. 

Photo 181.  Dimondale 

 

This diverter serves as a small pocket park.  It’s 
primary purpose, however, is to partially restrict 

cars from entering  the neighborhood. 
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Photo 183.  Farmington Hills 

 

A series of speed humps were placed on 
this street to slow traffic down.  They are 
approximately 3” high and  22’ feet long.  
Farmington Hills has constructed these 

speed humps on several of their 
residential streets.  Most residents like 

them—visitors do not. 
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Photo 184.  Brighton 

 

This diverter limits traffic flow at the intersection and 
directs vehicles either to the right or to continue straight 

through.  The raised island in the center narrows the 
lanes and provides walkers with a safe place to stop as 

they cross the street.  There are many different solutions 
to calm traffic—and no one solution can become the 

basis to solve all problems.  Every traffic calming 
project is unique, so each project should be evaluated 

individually based on the conditions of the area. 
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Photo 185.  Brighton 

 

This is the same intersection as the photo above 
showing cars making a left hand turn. 
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Photo 186.  Clawson 

 

Here we see a neighborhood with a 
proliferation of stop signs that were installed 
for the purpose of slowing traffic—however, 

what they do is make people frustrated, 
increase mid-block speeds and tempt drivers to 

ignore the signs. 
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Photo 187.  Grand Rapids 

 

This mini-circle adds beauty to the street 
and slows down traffic without causing 
drivers to come to a complete stop.  The 
street becomes quieter because drivers 
don’t “speed spike”.  Mini-circles take 
away the need for stop signs, making 

people less frustrated. 
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Photo 188.  Seattle, Washington 

 

I recently took a trip to Seattle and 
photographed these mini-circles.  There 
are two in this photo—in fact, there is a 
series of these along the street.  Mini-

circles are located in the very center of the 
intersection.  They were place here instead 
of stop signs.  As I photographed this one, 
I was startled to see a cat asleep on a bed 
of catnip in the center.  It was evident to 

me that there is a great deal of 
neighborhood pride associated with these 

mini-circles! 
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Photo 189.  Seattle, Washington 

 

Seattle has over 200 mini-circles 
placed at intersections throughout its 
neighborhoods and almost every mini-
circle is different.  Some have planted 

trees, or flowers or some kind of 
artwork that is unique to each 

neighborhood. 



Photo 190.  Midland 

 

The City of Midland has discussed building a 
roundabout to replace Ashman Circle for the last 

five years.  This aerial photograph shows the current 
configuration of the circle. 

Photo 191.  Midland 

 

Here we see the proposed roundabout 
concept design drawn as an overlay on the 

aerial photograph. 

Photo 192.  Midland 

 

This is a schematic drawing of the roundabout 
concept design that is proposed to replace 

Ashman Circle.  The roundabout concept was 
developed by the City of Midland and DLZ, Inc. 

of Lansing. 

90 

Chapter 6 



Photo 194.  Rochester Hills 

 

One of Michigan’s newest roundabouts is in 
Rochester Hills.  In fact, there are two 

roundabouts on Tienken Road that are just 
about 1/2 mile apart.  These roundabouts have 
helped to make the area safer, especially for 
the school buses, teachers and students that 
travel to and from the high school nearby. 

Photo 195.  Brighton 

 

Another recent roundabout was built in Brighton.  
Neighbors and drivers appreciate that there is no 
longer a traffic light here to direct traffic.  Today, 
the intersection is more beautiful and drivers no 

longer have to wait for the traffic light to turn from 
red to green in order to proceed. 
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Photo 196.  Brighton 

 

This is another view of the roundabout in Brighton.  
Roundabouts help to move traffic more safely by 
lowering speeds—yet keep traffic moving without 

backups caused by traffic signals. 
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Photo 193.  Okemos 

 

This is Michigan’s oldest roundabout, built in 1999.  
It is located near a bustling shopping mall just off 
Grand River Avenue.  Note the attention to safe 

crossing points for walkers. 



Photo 197.  Traverse City 

 

This is an aerial view of the location 
for a proposed roundabout in 

Traverse City. 

Photo 198.  Traverse City 

 

Here we see the proposed concept design drawn 
as an overlay.  Traverse City officials held many 

public meetings which brought residents, business 
owners, city staff and other interested people 

together to discuss the possibility of building a 
roundabout.  Unfortunately, discussions broke 

down and the project is on hold. 
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Diagram 8.  
 

Shared Street 
vs. 

Typical Residential Street 

 

Compare this typical cross section of a 
shared street to that of a typical residential 
street.  In 1990, a nationwide study in The 
Netherlands found that mothers, as well as 
children, consider the shared street safer 

than an ordinary residential street.  
Moreover, residents are willing to accept the 
restraints on traffic and driving in order to 

improve their social and residential 
environment. 

Diagram 7.   

Typical Plan of a Shared Street 12 

 

In the shared street or woonerf, cars and 
people share the same space, which is 

designed to slow traffic and to support play 
and social uses.  Since drivers sense they are 
intruding into a pedestrian zone, they drive 
more cautiously and accident rates decline.  
The maximum speed in a shared street was 

recorded at 13.5 miles per hour. 
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Photo 199.  Grand Ledge 

 

Here we see the arc of the curb in a new subdivision.  
The sweeping curve lets cars go faster because the 
turn is not as sharp, allowing cars to go faster than 

in traditional neighborhoods. 

Photo 200.  Grand Rapids 

 

Compare this photo to the one below.  
Here we see the intersection of a newer 
subdivision.  The large arc of the curb is 
well over 25 feet.  A wide corner lets cars 
go faster because the turn is not as sharp.  
As a result, the distance to walk across the 

street is 40 feet or more.  In short, the 
modern curb forces people to walk twice as 

far in the path of a car which is going 
twice as fast as in a traditional 

neighborhood. 

Photo 201.  Imlay City 

 

When compared to the other two 
photos on this page, this setting shows 

what people-friendly intersections 
look like in traditional neighborhoods.  
The small arc of the curb is only 3 to 4 

feet.  A tighter or narrower corner 
forces drivers to slow down, which 
keep speeds lower.  As a result, the 
distance to walk across the street is 

only about 20 feet. 
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Curb Radius Trade-Offs 
Traditional (compact intersections) vs. New Subdivisions 

 

 

Traffic Calming Strategies One Perspective Another Perspective 

10’ Traffic Lanes Slows down vehicles Too narrow for buses 

Neighborhood Streets (local 
residential streets 

1 moving lane 
1 parking lane 

No bicycle accommodations 

Mid-block crossings Needed if intersections are too far 
apart 

May be unsafe if vehicle speeds 
are too high 

Medians Provides refuge for pedestrians Increases width of street and 
traffic speeds 



Photo 202.  Brighton 

 

This intersection in Brighton was rebuilt 
using channelized islands on all four 

quadrants.  Traffic flow has improved and 
crashes have come down a record 74%.  

Walkers now use the channelized islands as 
stepping stones.  The once vast crossing 

distances are tamer. 

 

Photo 203.  Marquette 

 

Leaders in Marquette are discussing how to 
reduce crashes and make this intersection 

safer for pedestrians as well as drivers.  This 
proposed channelized island will force traffic 

to either turn right or go straight through.  
The island will slow traffic and create a safety 

refuge for walkers. 

Photo 204.  Eastpointe 

 

Leaders in East Pointe discussed this proposal for 
reducing crashes.  Each traffic calming strategy and 

device must fit individual circumstances—no one 
solution will work in every situation. 

Photo 205.  Webberville 

 

(right) Leaders in Webberville discussed this 
proposal to solve traffic problems near a school.  
Communities are learning the advantage of using 
high visibility crosswalk markings, bike lanes and 

median noses.  The higher the speeds and the 
more traffic there is, the more important it is to 
design and mark the street so that drivers are 
more likely to yield to walkers.  When drivers 
have early and clear indications of crossing 

points, safety increases. 
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Strategy 11.  Convert One-Way 
Streets to Two-Way 
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Diagram 12. 
City of Alma 

Conversion Project 
 

The photos and descriptions to the 
left were part of a report that traffic 

consultants presented to the city.  
Here we see existing conditions 

regarding traffic circulation within 
the downtown. 

 
Traffic circulation and management 
is an effort to reduce the speeds of 

motorists, to improve traffic flow, to 
increase safety for pedestrians and 
motorists, to reduce noise, and to 

improve the quality of business and 
civic life. 

 
Healthy streets require appropriate 
travel speeds and increased driver 
awareness of other roadway users, 

such as walkers and bicyclists.  
Traffic management and circulation 
creates a level playing field for all 
modes of travel and improves the 

quality of streets. 
 

Most importantly, proper traffic 
circulation requires residents to take 
ownership of their downtown and to 

work together to create an enjoyable, 
prosperous and safe environment that 
moves all forms of traffic efficiently 

and at safe speeds. 
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Diagram 13 

 

City of Alma 
Conversion Project  

Downtown Traffic Circulation 

 

Here we see the concerns of traffic circulation within the downtown and the 
recommendations as presented by the consultants.  City residents reacted with 

overwhelming support and enthusiasm to make changes. 

Chapter 6 



103 

Photo 206.  Adrian 

 

The City of Adrian installed this raised 
channelized island to force traffic on M-52 to 
turn right, away from the downtown onto a 
one-way street.  Cars go fast here and the 

traffic circulation does not create a sense of 
welcome. 

 

Is it fair for the city to divert shoppers away 
from downtown businesses in this day of 
competition with big boxes?  Do out-of-

towners get lost driving through the City?  Are 
the one-way streets just a way to move traffic 
through the town so pass-throughs can get on 
their way to someplace else?  How easy is it 
for visitors to find the downtown shops?  Do 
the one-way streets meet the needs of walkers 

and bicyclists?   
 

Those are questions that residents might want 
to ask their leaders.  The downtown is a true 
destination that the entire community should 
be able to share.  You want people to be able 

to walk and feel comfortable—and the route to 
and from the downtown must be easy to get to 

and readily accessible for all. 
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Without Trees 
Photo 209.  Birmingham 

 

This section of Lincoln Street—part of the same 
street as above—has no street trees.  Speeds are 30-

45 miles per hour. 

Photo 207.  Grand Ledge 

 

It’s been positively tested by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation that when street trees are 

present, the speed of drivers is slowed.  Plus, the 
street looks better and provides shade for 

walkers in the hot days of summer. 
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With Trees 
Photo 208.  Birmingham 

 

This section of Lincoln Street has many street trees—
and speeds are about 25 to 30 miles per hour. 
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Photo 210.  Ferndale 

 

Landscaping is now considered a primary 
component of ways to slow down and calm 

traffic. 
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Photo 211.  Seattle 

 

I recently visited Seattle and took 
these photos.  In talking with residents 
in this neighborhood I found out they 
enjoy walking and living along SEA 
Streets because  they have a natural, 
soft edge.  Contrast this to the hard 

edges of traditional streets with curb 
and gutter.  Also, more tree cover 
helps reduce summer heat while 

absorbing air pollutants and rainfall.  
When the trees and shrubs reach 

maturity, this street will look like you 
are driving or walking along a 

forested lane.   

Photo 212.  Seattle 

 

Here we see a SEA Street under 
construction.  It’s important to 

build a good base before planting 
trees and other landscaping so 

that their will be proper 
drainage.  You will find no 
gutters located along these 

streets—because road designers 
in Seattle say there is no need.  
It’s hard to believe that these 

SEA Streets are right in the City 
of Seattle! 
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Photo 213.  Ferndale 

 

As seen from the street, this is a clean, 
well-maintained walkway between two 

buildings. 

Photo 214.  Greenville 

 

This is what landscaping can do to improve a plain 
and uninteresting walkway.  People like beautiful 
settings.  Compare this photo to the one below.  

Where would you rather walk?  Which view would 
you rather see from the street as you drive by? 

Photo 215.  Brighton 

 

As seen from the street, this alley is plain and  
fairly well maintained.  When compared to 
the other photos of alleys, where would you 

prefer to walk? 



Photo 217.  Flint 

 

Sidewalks should slope no more than 
2%, especially at crosswalks and 

driveways.  These crossings can be an 
extreme challenge to all people with 

special abilities. 
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Photo 216.  East Bay Township 

 

Crosswalks along US-31, a five-lane 
highway, near Traverse City are few and 
far between—sometimes as much as one-

mile apart.  Even though the people shown 
here used the median as a safety respite, 
they still felt they had to run for safety 

crossing just two lanes because the street 
is designed for SPEED!  All walkers, 

disabled or not, cross here at great risk to 
their life. 
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Photo 218.  Milford 
 

Sidewalks must be a 
minimum of 36” wide and 
not exceed a cross slope of 
2%.  People who must walk 
with a cane can easily trip 
and fall if sidewalks are 
cracked or lifted by tree 

roots.  Snow removal is very 
important.  The walk should 
be shoveled within 24 hours 

after a snow fall. 
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Photo 219.  Flint 

 

Crosswalk buttons should be 
placed low enough so that 
people in wheelchairs can 

reach them. 



Photo 222.  Grand Rapids 

 

This able bodied couple is having a 
hard time squeezing onto the 

crosswalk—it would be impossible 
for someone with a disability to cross 
here!  Where crosswalks are marked, 

there must be a curb ramp. 

Photo 223.  Marquette 

 

Keeping sidewalks in good repair is 
one of the simplest things to do to help 

persons with a walking disability.  
Edges should be definite.  A person who 

is blind or walks with a cane could 
easily fall into the street if they walked 

to close to the edge of this sidewalk. 

Photo 220.  Eastpointe 

 

This is a very dangerous sidewalk for someone 
with special abilities.  A planting strip between 

moving cars and the sidewalk can aid those 
with disabilities to detect driveways where cars 

may go in and out of parking lots. 

Photo 224.  Brighton 

 

(left) The travel widths of walkways must 
be a minimum of 36” to accommodate 
wheelchairs.  This is 6’ wide—a more 

efficient width. 

Photo 221.  Ferndale 

 

This street is 72’ across, including the turning lane.  
Many walkers can’t complete a street crossing in one 

light change—especially seniors, people with 
disabilities and parent’s with young children. 
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Photo 226.  Milford 

 

The sidewalk in Downtown Milford turns into a 
Farmers Market every Thursday throughout the 

summer months. 

Photo 227.  East Lansing 
 

Plazas are public spaces used for festivals or other 
large gatherings.  This plaza comes alive with 
activity during arts and craft shows and music 

festivals. 

Photo 228.  Howell 

 

Public spaces should be for fun and enjoyment by all 
ages—no matter how young or old you feel.  The 
City of Howell hosts an annual Balloon Festival. 
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Photo 225.  Brighton 

 

Play areas for children should be a priority. 



Photo 230.  Greenville 
 

This photo shows a walkway area between two 
buildings.  This small pocket park could be utilized 

as an area to read a book or the morning paper, as a 
quiet place to discuss your employer’s short comings 
or just to watch people pass by.  Co-workers can sit 
out-of-doors to eat their lunch and unwind—or it’s a 

great place to build a snowman in the winter! 

Photo 232.  Milford 
 

(right) This pocket park was built by volunteers 
when the street was closed to traffic.  It leads from 
a parking lot to the shops on Main Street.  Most of 

us are willing to park far away and walk great 
distances if our destination is interesting.  Parking 
close is important only when the destination is dull 

or unimportant.  Ironically, the more parking 
provided near an attractive destination, the less 

interesting the place becomes 15. 

Photo 229.  Flint 

 

This neighborhood pocket park is enjoyed by the 
residents living nearby.  Wild flowers need little 

weeding, yet provide a warm and inviting greeting 
for anybody and everybody. 
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Photo 231.  Brighton 

 

These small sitting areas add to the success 
of civic life and to the sense of ownership 

and responsibility of the public realm. 
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Photo 233.  Milford 

 

Drivers in walkable communities show high levels of 
courtesy.  Walkers have come to expect it.  As you 
can see in this photo, drivers respect the “Stop for 
Pedestrians” sign and stop for people crossing at 

this mid-block crosswalk. 
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Drivers stop here and wait for 
walkers to cross the street. 



Photo 235.  Howell 

 

Well-designed places are inviting for people to 
walk, shop and linger. 

Photo 234.  Grand Rapids 

 

This is a beautiful setting, but where are the people?  
A long wall with no window displays such as this 

provides little interest for walkers or shoppers.  The 
results are pocket areas called “dead zones” where 

there is no walking activity. 
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Photo 236.  Ferndale 
 

If the entire community looks like this, then it 
has failed as an inviting place to explore.  This 
street has too much concrete and signage, with 

too few trees or other landscape features.  It 
looks cold and barren—and lonely.  I would not 

want to walk here, would you? 

Photo 237.  Howell 

 

Well-designed places are destinations where 
people feel safe, where they enjoy beauty and 

where they meet others. 
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