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Regions Are the Cities of

Today



Yet Few Regions Are Planned

Comprehensively

– Lack of enabling

laws

– Weak regional

leadership and

stewardship



Regions Are the Cities of

Today



Multi-Municipal

Comprehensive Plans
• Initiated by Local

Governments

• Empowered by State
laws: Wisconsin,
California, and
Pennsylvania among
the few

• Adopted by involved
municipalities, often as
“the” municipal plan

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Multi-

Municipal Comprehensive Plan



County-Wide Plans

• Initiated by County
government

• Adopted by County with
force of law

• Voluntary compliance by
local municipalities within
the County North/South Kona, Hawai’I,

Community Development Plan



Vision Regional Plans

• Initiated by regional
entities (COGs, MPOs)
or by civic leadership
groups

• Voluntary compliance
by local governments

• Requires regional
stewardship for
implementation

Columbus, Ohio, Regional

Framework Plan



What Makes a

New Urbanism

Regional

Comprehensive

Plan?



A Principled Approach

•Clear boundaries defined by geography

•Multiple centers organized as towns and
villages with their own urban edges

•Places that relate to their agrarian and natural
landscapes

•Infill development preferred over peripheral
expansion

•Respect of historical patterns, precedents, and
boundaries

•Balanced distribution of affordable housing and
job opportunities

•A framework of transportation alternatives



An Emphasis on Character

and Place

• Defining the edges of
the region

• Establishing the
location of future
growth

• Establishing the
character of future
growth



Based on a Shared Vision
Technical analysis

The vision

Public input



Regional Planning Process

Values, themes, and

development principles

Scenarios, modeling,

policies, and strategies

The vision

Give form to the region,

where and how

Implementation

Framework

If the emphasis is on character and form, the vision

tools have to focus on understanding and visualizing

character and  form



Tools: Understanding

Character



Tools: Asking Critical

Questions



Tools: Understanding Where

Growth Should Occur



Tools: Understanding the

Character of Future Growth

• 3-D real time

visualizations


