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sTREETs and ThE COngREss fOR ThE nEw uRbanism/
insTiTuTE Of TRanspORTaTiOn EnginEERs  
(Cnu/iTE) guidEbOOk

 OR

ThE dEsign Of sTREETs: an uRban dEsign 
pERspECTivE

introduction
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ThE Cnu/iTE guidEbOOk and OThER Cnu •	

TRanspORTaTiOn iniTiaTivEs

ThE Cnu/iTE guidEbOOk and whaT iT REpREsEnTs•	

Cnu’s ROlE in TRanspORTaTiOn REsEaRCh, pOliCy •	

and guidanCE

introductionmajor poInts
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safety
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safETy is a Rallying pOinT fOR EvERyOnE invOlvEd  
in ThE dEsign Of sTREETs
EnginEERs, nO maTTER whiCh mOdE•	

EmERgEnCy REspOndERs•	

COmmERCial, ECOnOmiC and REal EsTaTE inTEREsTs•	

nEighbORhOOd REpREsEnTaTivEs and REsidEnTs•	

uRban dEsignERs•	

safetysafety Is a rallyIng poInt
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sTREETs dEsERvE a mulTi-disCiplinaRy appROaCh
insTEad Of piTTing EaCh disCiplinE/inTEREsT againsT OnE anOThER•	

nEEd TO wORk TOgEThER•	

EaCh paRTiCipaTing disCiplinE is COnCERnEd abOuT safETy•	

safetysafety Is a rallyIng poInt
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cnu



OTREC SummiT 2009 | SERA | uRbAn DESign + PlAnning STuDiO | COngRESS fOR  ThE nEw uRbAniSm PROjECT fOR TRAnSPORTATiOn REfORm 8

COnTExT sEnsiTivE sOluTiOns in dEsigning 
majOR uRban ThOROughfaREs fOR walkablE 
COmmuniTiEs

cnucnu/Ite guIdebook and other cnu InItIatIves



OTREC SummiT 2009 | SERA | uRbAn DESign + PlAnning STuDiO | COngRESS fOR  ThE nEw uRbAniSm PROjECT fOR TRAnSPORTATiOn REfORm 9

impORTanT COllabORaTiOn wiTh insTiTuTE Of 
TRanspORTaTiOn EnginEERs
pROvidEs guidanCE fOR pRaCTiTiOnERs•	

dEmOnsTRaTEs hOw COnTExT sEnsiTivE sOluTiOns Can bE appliEd TO •	

ROadway impROvEmEnTs

hOw TO aChiEvE ROadway dEsign ThaT is COnsisTEnT wiTh physiCal •	

suRROundings

cnucnu/Ite guIdebook and other cnu InItIatIves
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Cnu REpORT: EmERgEnCy REspOnsE and sTREET 
dEsign

cnuother cnu InItIatIves

1

Saving Lives, Time, Money: Building Better Streets
New Urbanists, Fire Marshals 
Find Common Ground

The Congress for the New Urbanism 
(CNU), U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and fire marshals from 
across the country have partnered to-
gether on an Emergency Response & Street  
Design Initiative. This initiative is aimed 
at reconciling the growing desire for  
appropriately-sized and connected streets 
with emergency responders’ access needs. 
We believe common ground exists for  
solutions because streets in connected 
networks:
•Can improve emergency response 
times by providing several routes to any  
given address.
•Are safer for pedestrians, drivers, and 
emergency responders since they calm 
traffic below speeds that more likely  
result in fatal or serious injury collisions.

Narrower streets in well-connected  
networks also help reduce stormwater 
runoff, require less energy to construct, 
and facilitate non-greenhouse emitting 
transportation alternatives like walking 
and bicycling.

Abundant literature supporting these 
findings exists in academia, municipal  
reports and the work of Local Govern-
ment Commission, a non-profit dedicated 
to helping local leaders and elected  
officials create healthy, walkable com-
munities. An annotated bibliography  
provides a summary of current findings 
and is available at the Initiative’s web 
page: cnu.org/emergencyresponse.

Traditional, connected streets are sus-
tainable, viable alternatives to sprawling, 
wide road systems that encourage people 

to drive everywhere for everything. As 
the United States responds to the poten-
tial dangers of global climate change and 
the urgent need to reduce vehicle miles 
traveled to mitigate that threat, bringing 
back connected street patterns can help 
reduce energy consumption and carbon  
dioxide emissions.

Moreover, the demographic trends of the 
1990s and this decade, which saw both 
young professionals and empty nesters  
migrating into cities, suggest growing  
demand for urban living. In response, the 
initiative partners are developing cutting-
edge solutions for street designs that reduce 
emergency response times and improve 
community safety.

Over the past 40 years, the fire service 
has done a tremendous job reducing  

fire-related civilian deaths in the U.S. 
– from 7,395 in 1977 to 3,430 in 2007  
according to the National Fire Protection 
Association. The majority of emergency 
calls are not related to fire, but rather 
to calls for medical or traffic injuries. 
In 2007, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration reported that traf-
fic collisions killed 41,059 and injured 
2,491,000 people.

The Emergency Response & Street  
Design Initiative aims to achieve reduc-
tions in traffic injuries and deaths through 
better street design.

Origin of the Problem
As suburbs mushroomed and spread 
after World War II, the traditional, 
connected street grid network was  

Emergency Response & Street Design 2009

BUILDING page 2

Residential streets like this 28-foot wide example in Prospect New Town in Longmont, Colo., 
are a staple of New Urbanism, but are often hindered by the International Fire Code’s 20-foot 
clear rule. Properly designed, and in connected networks, these streets actually help emergency 
response times and calm traffic. (Photo courtesy of CNU)
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gOal: appROpRiaTEly sizEd and COnnECTEd sTREETs•	

OvERly widE lOCal sTREETs REquiREd by inTERnaTiOnal fiRE COdE •	

CREaTE safETy issuEs (“20’RulE”) 

widER sTREETs aRE assOCiaTEd wiTh mORE TRaffiC injuRiEs and •	

faTaliTiEs

REduCEd sTREET COnnECTiviTy has inCREasEd lOCal fisCal buRdEns •	

as EaCh fiRE sTaTiOn is ablE TO sERvE fEwER hOusEhOlds in 
spRawl sETTing

in junE, Cnu and EmERgEnCy REspOndERs submiTTEd amEndmEnTs •	

TO inTERnaTiOnal fiRE COdE TO allOw mORE lOCal disCRETiOn in 
sTREET widTh REquiREmEnTs

COunCil REviEw TO bE COmplETE by nOvEmbER 2009•	

Epa is paRTnER On pROjECT TO EnsuRE EnviROnmEnTal OuTCOmEs•	

cnuother cnu InItIatIves
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Charter of the New Ur ban ism
The Congress for the New Urbanism views disinvestment in cen-
tral cities, the spread of placeless sprawl, increasing separation by race 
and income, environmental deterioration, loss of agricultural lands 
and wilderness, and the erosion of society’s built heritage as one inter-
related community-building challenge.

We stand for the restoration of existing urban centers and towns 
within coherent metropolitan regions, the reconfi guration of sprawling 
suburbs into communities of real neighborhoods and diverse districts, 
the conservation of natural environments, and the preservation of our 
built legacy.

We recognize that physical solutions by themselves will not solve 
social and economic problems, but neither can economic vitality, 
community stability, and environmental health be sustained without 
a coherent and supportive physical framework.

We advocate the restructuring of public policy and development 
practices to support the following principles: neighborhoods should 
be diverse in use and population; communities should be designed for 
the pedestrian and transit as well as the car; cities and towns should be 
shaped by physically defi ned and universally accessible public spaces 
and community institutions; urban places should be framed by ar-
chitecture and landscape design that celebrate local history, climate, 
ecology, and building practice.

We represent a broad-based citizenry, composed of public and private 
sector leaders, community activists, and multidisciplinary profession-
als. We are committed to reestablishing the relationship between the 
art of building and the making of community, through citizen-based 
participatory planning and design.

We dedicate ourselves to reclaiming our homes, blocks, streets, parks, 
neighborhoods, districts, towns, cities, regions, and environment.

(Continued on back)

cnuother cnu InItIatIves

Cnu COnnECTEd nETwORks pROpOsal
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a COmpaniOn TO ThE Cnu ChaRTER•	

TO amplify and pROvidE gREaTER dETail abOuT susTainablE  •	

mulTi-mOdal, COnnECTEd TRanspORTaTiOn nETwORks

gREaT dEal Of aTTEnTiOn givEn TO dEsign and OpERaTiOn Of •	

individual COmpOnEnTs Of a REgiOn’s TRanspORTaTiOn sysTEm

COmpaRaTivEly liTTlE aTTEnTiOn givEn TO ThE nETwORk •	

gOal: pROvidE pRinCiplEs and guidanCE aT naTiOnal lEvEl•	

addREss numEROus issuEs: aCCEssibiliTy fOR all mOdEs, glObal •	

ClimaTE ChangE, hEalTh and safETy, sTEwaRdship Of limiTEd fisCal 
REsOuRCEs

cnuother cnu InItIatIves
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sTEREOTypE Of ThE nEw uRbanisT•	

ORganizaTiOn is guidEd by ThE ChaRTER Of ThE nEw uRbanism•	

inCludEs pRinCiplEs fOR TRanspORTaTiOn, sOCial EquiTy, •	

affORdablE hOusing, susTainabiliTy, plaCEmaking

spECifiCally Calls fOR COmpaCT, pEdEsTRian-fRiEndly, mixEd-usE •	

nEighbORhOOds wiTh inTER-COnnECTEd, TRansiT-sERvEd  
nETwORk Of sTREETs ThaT pROmOTE alTERnaTivEs TO dRiving

safETy is kEy TO aChiEving ThEsE ChaRaCTERisTiCs in COmmuniTiEs•	

cnuwhy Is cnu concerned wIth safety?
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cnu ite manual
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signifiCanT COllabORaTiOn; bEginning Of impORTanT RElaTiOnship•	

dETails Of uRban sTREETs and inTERRElaTiOnship bETwEEn sTREETs •	

and land usE COnTExT OvERlOOkEd in pasT guidanCE

aCknOwlEdgEs ThaT sTREET dEsign and OpERaTiOn shOuld ChangE •	

dEpEnding On COnTExT

cnu ite manualwhat It represents
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insTiTuTE Of TRanspORTaTiOn EnginEERs (iTE) RECEivEd an •	

unpRECEdEnTEd numbER Of COmmEnTs duRing ballOTing pROCEss

OvER 1,000•	

many fROm OuTsidE EnginEERing pROfEssiOn, mOsT Of ThOsE bEing •	

fROm Cnu mEmbERs

cnu ite manualwhat It represents
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cnu ite manualwhat It represents

COmmEnTs RECEivEd:  
Cnu mEmbERs’ pRimaRy COnCERns
COnCERn abOuT bias Of dOCumEnT; assumEs TRadE-Off bETwEEn •	

land aCCEss and mObiliTy, and assumEs mObiliTy is vEhiCulaR

mERging ThOROughfaRE TypE wiTh funCTiOnal ClassifiCaTiOn fails •	

TO RECOgnizE suCCEssful ThOROughfaREs / suCCEssful dEsign

COnCERn abOuT mERging “dEsign spEEd” wiTh “TaRgET spEEd”•	

mEThOdOlOgiEs fOR limiTing spEEds is sTill nEEdEd•	
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cnu ite manualwhat It represents

whERE ThE dOCumEnT is nOw
EaCh Of ThE 1,000 COmmEnTs has bEEn REspOndEd TO•	

nEw sECTiOns: Rail and bus TRansiT sTREETs; mulTi-way •	

bOulEvaRds; main sTREETs

publiCaTiOn daTE: dECEmbER 2009•	 Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Solutions Approach
Ballot Draft

April 28, 2009

Page 1
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Cnu as a paRTnER and COllabORaTOR in pOliCy, guidanCE and •	

REsEaRCh

ORganizaTiOn’s sTREngTh COmEs fROm pRaCTiTiOnERs’ ExpERiEnCE •	

in a vaRiETy Of fiElds

in EvERy REgiOn Of ThE us and inTERnaTiOnally•	

mEmbERs: EnginEERs, plannERs, aRChiTECTs, dEvElOpERs and •	

ElECTEd OffiCials

naTiOnal ORganizaTiOn suppORTs mEmbERs in advOCaCy and •	

pRaCTiCE

RECOgnizEs ThE valuE Of TRanspORTaTiOn safETy REsEaRCh•	

conclusioncnu as a partner
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safETy is kEy TO making bETTER sTREETs•	

safETy is kEy TO making gREaT plaCEs•	

nEEd TO wORk TOgEThER•	

shifT fROm singlE-issuE fOCus TO mulTi-disCiplinaRy TEam •	

appROaCh TO REsEaRCh, pOliCy, dEsign and pRaCTiCE

we can all agree on safety
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SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	
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SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	
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SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	
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SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	
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SERA	+ 	URbSwoRkS	pRojEct: 	wAlnUt 	StAt ion	MixEd	USE 	cEntER, 	EUgEnE, 	oREgon	| 	v iSUAl 	S iMUlAtion	by 	URbAn	AdvAntAgE	
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initiativescnu project for transportatIon reform

SEvERAl	MAjoR	EffoRtS	to	REfoRM	nAtionAl	StAndARdS,	
inclUding:

	thE	cnU/itE	URbAn	thoRoUghfARES	MAnUAl	
http://www.cnU.oRg/StREEtS

thE	cnU/EpA	EMERgEncy	RESponSE	And	StREEt	dESign	http://
www.cnU.oRg/EMERgEncyRESponSE

cnU’S	pARtnERShip	with	thE	UnitEd	StAtES	gREEn	bUilding	
coUncil	And	thE	nAtURAl	RESoURcES	dEfEnSE	coUncil	to	
cREAtE	thE	fiRSt	cERtificAtion	SyStEM	foR	nEighboRhood-
ScAlE	gREEn	dEvElopMEnt	(lEEd-nd)

thE	nEtwoRkS	initiAtivE	
http://www.cnU.oRg/nEtwoRkS



A COnnECTED TRAnSPORTATiOn nETwORk | SERA ARChiTECTuRE uRbAn DESign + PlAnning | COngRESS fOR  ThE nEw uRbAniSm PROjECT fOR TRAnSPORTATiOn REfORm 28

AnnUAl	cnU	pRojEct	foR	tRAnSpoRtAtion	REfoRM	SUMMit	
poRtlAnd,	oREgon		
novEMbER	4-6,	2009

UpcoMing	EvEntS
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