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NETWORK AND PLACE 
Phil Erickson, Community Design + Architecture 
Marcy McInelly, SERA  

Creating & Supporting a New Urbanist Urban Form 
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Steps Towards Implementing 
Sustainable Transportation Network 

•  Definition of Network 
& Place Elements 

•  Method of Integrative 
Design 

•  Guidance for Specific 
Design Issues 

•  Implementation 
Strategy 
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Defining the Terms of 
Discussion 

• “Network” 
– Full multi-modal 

transportation 
infrastructure of urban 
environments 

• “Place” 
– Full spectrum of land use 

and form that make up 
urban environments 
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Conventional Practice 

• Simplifies Network and Place 
– Regional Transportation Plans 

• Simplify land use 
• Do not look at full network 

– General or Community Plans 
• Rarely can influence all the 

transportation variables 

– Corridor Plans 
• Focus only on a portion of 

network 

– Transit Plans 
• Land use typically secondary 
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Scale of the Discussion 

• CNU Charter 
– The block, the street, and the building 
– The neighborhood, the district, and the 

corridor 
– The region: metropolis, city, and town 

– Beyond the region (inter-regional): the 
state, the nation, and the planet? 
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Link and Place 

• Transportation 
Function and Land 
Use Conditions have 
equal footing in the 
design of streets 

•  Stephen  
Marshall  
et. al. 
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Definition of Place Types 

• Walkable Places 
– At some level every urban place is walkable 
– What we are aiming for is the best quality 

in the experience of walking 
– But the Sustainable Transportation Network 

must include all urban places 
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Definition of Place Types 

•  Applicability of the 
Transect 
– How do we handle 

CSD (Conventional 
Suburban 
Development)? 

•   

– How do we deal with 
primary land uses? 

•  Places we live 
•  Places we work 
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Definition of Place Types 

• ITE Manual “Context Zones” 
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Definition of Place Types 

• ITE Manual “Context Zones” 
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Definition of Network 
Components 

• ITE Manual Thoroughfare Types 
– Freeway/Expressway/Parkway 
– Rural Highway 
– Boulevard 
– Avenue 
– Street 
– Rural Road 
– Alley/Rear Lane 



CNU Transportation Summit        |        Charlotte, NC       |        November 6-8, 2008 

• Use the 
Transect for 
County-wide 
land use policy 
system 

• Use other 
place type 
definitions for 
Community & 
Neighborhood 
Plans 

Case Studies 
Nashville 
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Case Studies 
CTOD TOD Typologies 

•  New Transit Town 
–  Urban Downtown 
–  Urban Neighborhood 
–  Suburban Center 
–  Suburban Neighborhood 
–  Neighborhood Transit Zone 
–  Commuter Town Center 

•  Denver TOD Types 
–  Downtown 
–  Major Urban Center 
–  Urban Center 
–  Urban Neighborhood 
–  Commuter Town Center 
–  Main Street 
–  Campus/Special Events Station 
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Case Studies 
Portland Metro Region, Oregon 

•  Urban Design 
Types 
– Central City 
– Regional  

Centers 
– Town Centers 
– Main Streets 
– Corridors 
– Station 

Communities 

•  Implementation 
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Case Studies 
Places29 Albemarle County 

•  Center Types 
–  Civic Green Center 
– Neighborhood Service 

Center 
–  Community Center 
– Destination Center 
– Uptown 

•  Neighborhood & District 
Types 
–  Residential Neighborhood 
–  Employment Neighborhood 
– Mixed Use Neighborhood 
– Uptown 
–  Airport District 
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Case Studies 
Places29 Albemarle County 

•  Transect Used to Define: 
–  Intensity 
– Urban Form 


