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The development and

redevelopment of towns and

cities should respect

historical patterns,

precedents, and boundaries.

THE REGION

Principles of the New

Urbanism
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Bungalow 1! Story SF Bldg

Type



2-Story Denver Square SF Bldg

Type



1-Story Traditional Two-Unit

Attached Bldg Type



Rowhouse/Attached MF Bldg

Type



Why update Denver’s Zoning

Code?
• The current Zoning Code is COMPLICATED

and the result of years of incremental
change
– Cumbersome Documents

– Inconsistent Processes

– Considerable complexity in the form of waivers
and conditions, PUDs, limitations, procedures,
etc.
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Floor Area Ratio (FAR)



FAR = 4

4 Floors



FAR = 4

8 Floors



FAR = 4

16 Floors



FAR = 4

32 Floors



The economic health and harmonious

evolution of the neighborhoods, districts,

and corridors can be improved through

graphic urban codes that serve as

predictable guides for change.

“Codes are pervasive in their

control of the built public realm-

our streets, parks, and squares.”
Bill Lennertz

THE NEIGHBORHOOD, DISTRICT, AND

CORRIDOR

Principles of the New

Urbanism



“Legalese” vs. Simple Diagrams



• Adopted plans express the community vision
and provide the conceptual basis for
regulations.

• The Zoning Code is the legal MEANS of
implementing adopted plans.

• Land development regulations should not be
mysterious but should clearly broadcast what
communities want.

• Standards and Processes should recognize
and facilitate CUSTOMER needs.

Implementing Plans Through

Regulations


