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Greenwashing

The rush to prove that what we have been 
doing all along was green  afterall.

















We are the Unsustainable 
World

We are what we choose.













Madison Heights, Virginia

Foley, Alabama







It Was Not Meant to be 
This Way

The suburban dream has been severely degraded.

























Sprawl by Design

The rules in place are the default setting 
for conventional development.

























Urbanism is the Most 
Effective Remedy

Step 1: 
Return to traditional forms.
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Sustainable Design Principles

1. Connectivity       2. Placeness           3.  Compactness     4.  Diversity   5. Frugality



Design Principle 1:       Connectivity

• Street network is designed to

reduce congestion and create a

coherent system

• Pedestrian paths and sidewalks

network is extensive and

welcoming

• Bicycle use encouraged by safe

street designs and amenities

• Regional and local transit are

provided to reduce auto use



Design Principle 2:  Placeness

• Well-developed system of outdoor

spaces encourage pedestrian

activity

• Parks are provided for recreation

and natural resource conservation

• Public plazas and other social

gathering spaces are strategically

located within the plan

• Buildings and spaces are well-

linked to generate an authentic

place



Design Principle 3:       Compactness

• Mixed-use and flex building fabric

is the glue which holds the project

together

• Community buildings are provided

in central locations

• Adjacency of services and housing

to de-emphasize automobile use

• “Park-once” facilities to reduce

multiple auto trips



Design Principle 4:       Diversity

• Quality architectural fabric reflects

a range of regional traditions

• Range of housing types for

families of varied income levels

• Variety of uses and activities offer

vitality and a well-developed public

realm

• Mixture of housing, retail & office

creates economic vitality and a

true residential community



• High capture rates for traffic,

created by integration of transit

and mixed use

• Stormwater and irrigation systems

to capture and reuse water

• Sewer and waste water recycling

• Native plants integrated to support

outdoor networks

• Green building practices

• Power generation and

management

Design Principle 5:   Frugality



Urbanism is the Most 
Effective Remedy

Step 2: 
Seeding a process for change





1. Conserve Natural Resources





2. Establish Neighborhood Walking-Sheds 



3. Adjust Existing Property Boundaries



4. Establish a Well-Connected Roads Network and Great Streets



5. Establish a Variety of Development Intensities























































































































Context Figure Field







First Floor



















Urbanism is the Most 
Effective Remedy

Step 3: 
Pursuing positive outcomes on all fronts.







VMT as a function of density and mix of land uses



VMT as a function of density and mix of land uses



We are the Sustainable 
World

Our way of life can be the answer.










