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Pacific Boulevard, Vancouver, British Columbia
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Downtown South Neighborhood
10,000 people
135 dwelling units/acre
Housing units: 12,000
Parks/Open Space: 4 acres

Concord Pacific
False Creek North Neighborhood
13,000 people
47 dwelling units/acre
Housing units: 7,800
Parks/Open Space: 42 acres

New Neighborhoods
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1997 Transportation Plan

•Limit roadway capacity to 
1997 levels

•Provide comfortable 
walking and biking 
environments 

•Increase transit provision 
and use

•Calm traffic in 
neighborhoods 

•Maintain efficient system 
for goods movement. 

Ten year results:

Vehicle trips:      -10%
Transit trips:     + 20%
Walking trips:   + 44%
Bicycle trips:  + 180%
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Pacific Boulevard’s 
Designations

2002 Downtown 
Transportation Plan

•Major circulation route

•Truck route

•Green street

•Bicycle route

•Possible streetcar route

Neighborhood Plan 
Designation

Commercial High Street
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Pacific Boulevard

3.5 meter lanes (11.5’)   

Streets in the rest of the city 
have 2.8 to 2.9 meter lanes       
(9.2’ to 9.5’)

Peak hour traffic:            
800 to 1,000 vehicles

Excess capacity
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122’ Right-of-way, 86’ Traveled Way 
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Pacific Boulevard
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Fruitvale Transit Village

International Boulevard, Oakland, California
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Metropolitan Transportation Commission: Transportation for Livable Communities (TLC) Program

$35,000 planning grant

$2,000,000 capital grant
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International Boulevard

Over 6.5 miles long within 
Oakland

An arterial street

Parallels I-580 Freeway and 
BART 

Within Fruitvale Neighborhood

100’ right-of-way

72’ vehicle roadway

Peak hour traffic:             
1,000 to 1,100 vehicles in 
each direction

Neighborhood shopping street

Fruitvale 
Neighborhood



Re-Balancing Big Streets, CNU Transportation Summit 2006
Professor Elizabeth Macdonald, University of California, Berkeley

24

Fruitvale 
Neighborhood 
International Boulevard 
and 35th Avenue

Pedestrian/Vehicle Collisions 1996-2000
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Fruitvale Transit Village

International Boulevard, Oakland, California
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Octavia Boulevard, San Francisco
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Image Source: SF Better Neighborhoods Market-Octavia Neighborhood Plan
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Golden Gate Park

Presidio

Central Freeway

San Francisco’s 1950’s Trafficways Plan
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Hayes Valley was sliced in half by the double-decked Central Freeway

Image Source: San Francisco Chronicle
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Image Source: SF Better Neighborhoods Market-Octavia Neighborhood Plan
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Typical Multiway Boulevard Cross Section
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Image Source: SF Better Neighborhoods Market-Octavia Neighborhood Plan
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Octavia Boulevard compared to Central Freeway

-52%44,85993,100Daily Total

ADT

-56%20,69748,100Southbound

ADT

-46%24,16245,000Northbound

ADT

Percent 
Change

2006 Octavia 
Boulevard

1995 Central 
Freeway



Re-Balancing Big Streets, CNU Transportation Summit 2006
Professor Elizabeth Macdonald, University of California, Berkeley

71

Average Sales Price

Price Per Sq. Ft.

Median Sales Price

Over the last 5 years, Hayes Valley 

residential properties have 

experienced a much higher increase 

in Average Sales Price and Median 

Sales Price than San Francisco as a 

whole.
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Figure Ground Plan

Before the Boulevard

Image Source: SF Better Neighborhoods Market-Octavia Neighborhood Plan



Re-Balancing Big Streets, CNU Transportation Summit 2006
Professor Elizabeth Macdonald, University of California, Berkeley

74

Image Source: SF Better Neighborhoods Market-Octavia Neighborhood Plan

Former Zoning Revised Zoning
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