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Outline  

• Arguments Against Restoring Claiborne 

– Argument 1: Eliminating the freeway will create traffic 

congestion and hurt the local economy. 

– Argument 2: Eliminating the elevated roadway will create 

gridlock on a surface boulevard. 

– Argument 3: Traffic fatalities will skyrocket as displaced 

traffic from Claiborne floods local streets.  



http://transportation.uno.edu/phire-

content/assets/files/Claiborne%20Avenue%20

Redevelopment%20Study.pdf 

 

http://www.cnu.org/restoringclaiborne 
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Assertion 1:  

Eliminating the freeway will 

create traffic congestion 

and hurt the local economy. 





Does congestion hurt the economy? 

Metropolitan                                                                             

Gross Domestic Product 

Variable Beta t Sig. 

Delay Per Capita 0.701 10.165 .000 

% Drive-alone 

Trips 

- 0.227 -3.287 .001 

R2 = 0.663 

N = 88 

• For every 10% 
increase in 
vehicle delay… 

 

• …a region’s GDP 
increases by 7% 

 

 



Traffic congestion is a by-product 

of a vibrant economy.  

Julius Caesar 



US Teardowns 

• Chattanooga 
– Riverfront Parkway  

• Milwaukee 
– Park East Freeway 

• New York 
– Westside Highway 

• Oakland 
– Cypress Freeway 

• Portland 
– Harbor Drive Freeway 

• San Francisco:  
– Central Freeway 

– Embarcadero Freeway 

 

 

Riverfront Parkway, Chattanooga 

Central Freeway, San Francisco 



 

Example 1: Chattanooga Riverfront Parkway 



Chokepoints Back Up 

Traffic Along Roadway 

Example 1: Chattanooga Riverfront Parkway 

2,050 VPH Peak  

1,758 VPH Peak  



 

How Do You Solve This Problem?   Solution: Taking Lanes?  



The problem is not flow, but distribution 



Solution: Diffuse Traffic into Grid  

800 VPH Peak 

1,280 VPH Peak 

900 VPH Peak  



 



Lesson Learned:  

Connected street networks move traffic 

efficiently by distributing it over larger areas. 

Chokepoints 
Same Lane Miles 

Greater Capacity 



Example 2: San Francisco’s Central Freeway 





What happened? 



Traffic Effects: 
 - 76,000 Before 

 - 44,489 After 



What About Traffic on Claiborne?  



I-10/Claiborne in National Context 

85 Miles 

108 Miles 



 

I-10 Claiborne in Regional Context 



Distribution of Traffic 



I-10 Claiborne in Regional Context 



Avenida de Liberdade, Lisbon Octavia Boulevard, San Francisco 

What would happen if Claiborne was 

converted to a 7-lane surface boulevard?  



• 60 MPH: 2.2 minutes.   

• 35 MPH: 3.7 minutes.  

• 21 MPH: 6.25 minutes. 

 
 

Travel Times along Claiborne   

during Rush Hour 



Network Redundancy 





What happens if traffic volumes 

decrease by 50%, like in most cities?  



Hurricane Evacuation 



Assertion: 

 

Traffic fatalities will skyrocket as 

displaced traffic from Claiborne floods 

local streets.  



Traffic Fatalities per 100 MVMT 

Source: Federal Highway Administration 



Fatal Crash Incidence on I-10 Claiborne 

• 18 Fatalities on I-10 

Claiborne  

• 2.75 per 100 MVMT 



Fatal 

• 2 Fatalities on Elysian 

Fields 

• 1.57 per 100 MVMT 

Elysian Fields 



The Performance 

of Livable Streets 

Octavia Blvd. San Francisco, CA 

Las Olas Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Per vehicle mile traveled, 

livable streets report: 

• The complete elimination 

of traffic fatalities. 

• 40% fewer TOTAL 

crashes 
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http://www.cnu.org/restoringclaibo
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